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CHILD PROTECTION PRACTITIONERS ASSOCIATION PRACTICE PAPER  
 

WEDNESDAY 18 JULY at 5.30 
 

Topic:  Expert evidence for child protection matters in the Children's Court 
 
About this paper: Under s.68 of the Child Protection Act, the children’s court can order expert 
reports for two purposes in relation to a child protection application: social assessment reports about 
a child and the child’s family, and reports on a specific topic — for example, a child’s illness or injury. 
This practice paper will address the purpose of expert evidence, what expert reports should contain, 
and issues to consider when commissioning a social assessment report. It will further consider how 
courts can appraise social assessment reports about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children 
and families, and how cultural competence can be assured. 
 
Chair: Magistrate Andrew Moloney 
 
Panel:  
 
Rayleigh Joy BA(Psy) BSW(Hons) PhD 
Rayleigh has been practicing clinically in the psycho-social health field for over 25 years. She gained 
her Doctor of Philosophy in 2004 in which she mapped across the fields of psychology and law in the 
context of child abuse. Rayleigh works at Lifecare Consultancy providing individual, relationship, 
group and family therapy in the areas of trauma, grief and loss, family breakdown and separation, 
abuse and violence, attachment, stress, anxiety and depression. She provides assessments and 
interventions in child protection and family law (provision of Family Reports, therapeutic mediation, 
parenting after separation, and adjustment therapy). 
 
Candice Butler, BSocWk is the Senior Practice Leader at the Queensland Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Child Protection Peak. Candice is committed to ensuring that Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children are strong and supported through their developing years and assisting 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander child protection workers to excel in best practice and quality case 
management. Candice was recently appointed to the Queensland Anti-Cyberbullying Taskforce. 
 
Maree Crawford, B.Med, B.Surgery, Fellowship of the Royal Australasian College of Physicians, is a 
consultant Paediatrician at Lady Cilento Children’s Hospital working in general paediatric medicine 
and child protection. She has extensive experience in giving expert evidence in the children’s court. 
Her research interests are infants of substance-abusing mothers and health of children in care. 
 
 

REGISTRATION FROM 5.OO PM 
PRESENTATIONS COMMENCE 5.30 PM 

DRINKS AND NETWORKING TO FOLLOW 
 
VENUE: Grant Thornton offices, Level 18, 145 Ann Street, Brisbane 
 
FREE FOR MEMBERS 
NON-MEMBERS $40 
For information about how to join or renew your membership go to www.cppaq.com.au 
Membership is vital to support the work of the Association. 
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Can you claim Continuing Professional Development for CPPAQ Practice Papers and Leneen Forde 
Public Address? 
  
For solicitors and barristers: 
  
CPD compliance is self-assessed. 
  
To qualify as a CPD activity, an activity must be: 
a. of significant intellectual or practical content and must deal primarily with matters directly related to 
the practice of law, 
b. conducted by persons who are qualified by practical or academic experience in the subject 
covered, and 
c. relevant to your immediate or long term needs in relation to your professional development and to 
the practice of law. 
  
For solicitors-to read about CPD Rules and Policies go to the Queensland Law Society website. 
  
For barristers-to read about CPD Rules go to the Bar Association of Queensland website. 
 

http://www.qls.com.au/For_the_profession/Your_legal_career/Continuing_professional_development_CPD/CPD_rules_policies
https://www.qldbar.asn.au/baq/v1/viewDocument?documentId=57

